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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to: original application, filed 07/28/2003. 

2. Claims 1-10 are pending. Claim 1 is an independent claim. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 6, 7, 9, and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
claims 6, 7, 9, and 10 contain the informal contraction "isn't" rather than the full 
expression "is not". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Danker et al. ("Danker"), U.S. Patent No. 6,983,305 B2, issued January 2006, filed 
May 2001. 

Regarding independent 1, Danker teaches a method of converting data 
containing characters into a corresponding icon on a portable platform, because Danker 
teaches a method of converting character data into a corresponding icon or emoticon in 
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an instant messaging application on a portable platform with a limited input device (col. 
2, 1. 53-col. 3, 1. 6), including televisions, computers, pagers, cell phones, or any device 
capable of engaging in an electronic messaging session (col. 2, 1. 10-23). 

Danker teaches receiving data containing characters by the platform; finding a 
character group from the data containing characters for representing an icon according 
to a predetermined format by an icon conversion module of the platform; because 
Danker teaches a method of instant messaging for a limited input device on a network, 
where a character sequence is associated with a changed status icon or emoticon 
according to a predetermined format by a conversion module on the network device, 
caused by a sequence of characters that do not typically occur in written language (col. 
10, 1. 63-col. 11,1.50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B). 

Danker teaches distinguishing the character group from general characters in the 
data containing characters; because Danker teaches that specific character sequences 
in the system represent status icons (col. 11,1. 14-50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B). 

Danker teaches finding an icon corresponding to the character group and the 
general characters by the platfonm; and showing the icon on a display of the platform, 
because Danker teaches showing icons based on character groups to represent the 
user's state, and showing the icons on a display (col. 1 0, 1. 63-col. 11,1. 50). 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Danker teaches wherein the platform further 
comprises an input element, a sending element, first memory storage means, and 
second memory storage means, because Danker teaches several network 
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configurations including input devices, network, signal recorder, central processing unit, 
ROM, RAM, and mass storage device (Fig. 2, col. 4, 1. 10-col. 7, 1. 59; col. 8, 1. 10-63). 

Danker teaches that the icon conversion module includes an icon database and 
an icon conversion software, because Danker teaches an extraction module to search 
text for a particular series of characters, including a data dictionary storing character 
information (col. 9, 1. 10-23), and Danker teaches how a network device, i.e., icon 
database and icon conversion software, associated with the user may receive a 
character sequence resulting in a changed status icon (col. 10, 1. 62-col. 11,1. 50). 

Danker teaches that the input element is adapted to input data into the platform, 
the sending element is adapted to receive or send data containing characters, the first 
memory storage means is adapted to store the received data containing characters, the 
second memory storage means is adapted to store the data containing characters to be 
sent, because Danker teaches several network configurations including input devices, 
network, signal recorder, central processing unit, ROM, RAM, and mass storage device 
(Fig. 2, col. 4, 1. 10-col. 7, 1. 59; col. 8, 1. 10-63). Danker teaches network devices from 
which the instant message originates, and that the network device contain memory 
modules to receive character data (col. 9, 1. 10-23), and to send a reply instant 
message, and that the embodiments may comprise multiple computers linked in a 
networked environment (col. 3, 1. 56-col. 4, 1. 31). 

Danker teaches that the icon database contains a plurality of character groups 
and a plurality of icons corresponding the character groups, and the icon conversion 
software is adapted to analyze and find a character group contained in the data 
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containing characters and convert the same into a corresponding icon, because Danker 
teaches an extraction module to search text for a particular series of characters, 
including a data dictionary storing character information (col. 9, 1. 10-23), and Danker 
teaches how a network device, i.e., icon database and icon conversion software, 
associated with the user may receive a character sequence resulting in a changed 
status icon (col. 10, 1. 62-col. 11,1. 50). Danker teaches that specific character 
sequences in the network device represent status icons (col. 11,1. 14-50; Fig. 5, 6A, 
6B). 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Danker teaches wherein in response to 
receiving data containing characters from an external source by the sending element of 
the platform, the received data containing characters is stored in the first memory 
storage means, because Danker teaches network devices from which the instant 
message originates, and that the network device contain memory modules to receive 
character data (col. 9, 1. 10-23), and to send a reply instant message, and that the 
embodiments may comprise multiple computers linked in a networked environment (col. 
3, 1.56-COI.4, 1.31). 

Danker teaches that the icon conversion software analyzes the data containing 
characters in the first memory storage means, all characters of the character group in 
the data containing characters are compared with respective character groups of the 
icon database sequentially, because Danker teaches an extraction module to search 
text for a particular series of characters (col. 9, 1. 10-23), and analyzing a character 
sequence in an instant message (col. 11,1. 14-50). 
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Danker teaches that the icon conversion software converts the character group in 
the data containing characters into a corresponding icon if the character group in the 
data containing characters is matched with the character group of the icon database, 
and show the corresponding icon n the display, because Danker teaches showing icons 
based on character groups to represent the user's state, and showing the icons on a 
display (col. 10, 1. 63-col. 11, 1. 50). 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Danker teaches wherein prior to sending data 
containing characters from the platfonm the data containing characters is stored in the 
second memory storage means by means of the input element, because Danker 
teaches several network configurations including input devices, network, signal 
recorder, central processing unit, ROM, RAM, and mass storage device (Fig. 2, col. 4, 1. 
10-col. 7, 1. 59; col. 8, 1. 10-63). Danker teaches network devices from which the instant 
message originates, and that the network devices contain memory modules to receive 
character data (col. 9, 1. 10-23), and to send a reply instant message, and that the 
embodiments may comprise multiple computers linked in a networked environment (col. 
3, 1.56-COI.4, 1.31). 

Danker teaches the icon conversion software analyzes the data containing 
characters in the second memory storage means, converts the character group in the 
data containing characters into a corresponding icon based on the matched character 
group in the icon database, and shows the corresponding icon on the display, because 
Danker teaches showing icons based on character groups to represent the user's state, 
and showing the icons on a display (col. 10, 1. 63-col. 11,1. 50). 
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Regarding dependent claim 5, Danker teaches wherein in response to 
receiving data containing characters by the sending element of the platfonm a CPU 
(central processing unit) of the platform performs steps comprising: storing the data 
containing characters in the first memory storage means; because Danker teaches 
network devices from which the instant message originates, and that the network device 
contain memory modules to receive character data (col. 9, 1. 10-23), and to send a reply 
instant message, and that the embodiments may comprise multiple computers linked in 
a networked environment (col. 3, 1. 56-col. 4, 1. 31). 

Danker teaches causing the icon conversion software to determine whether there 
is a character group in the data containing characters; since Danker teaches a method 
of instant messaging for a limited input device on a network, where a character 
sequence is associated with a changed status icon or emoticon according to a 
predetermined format by a conversion module on the network device, caused by a 
sequence of characters that do not typically occur in written language (col. 10, 1. 63-col. 
11,1.50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B). 

Danker teaches if there is a character group in the data containing characters, 
determining whether the character group in the data containing characters is matched 
with a character group in the icon database; and if the character group in the data 
containing characters is matched with a character group in the icon database, finding an 
icon corresponding the matched character group in the icon database, showing the 
corresponding icon on the display, and processing the general characters in a typical 
displaying process, because Danker teaches that specific character sequences in the 
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system represent status icons (col. 11,1. 14-50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B), and Danker teaches 
processing tlie remaining characters by extracting language expressions such as words 
and characters and displaying them to the user, along with the manual text entry area 
and message text (col. 9, 1. 35-col. 10, 1. 56; Fig. 4, item 402, 405). 

Regarding dependent claim 6, Danker teaches wherein, if there isn't a 
character group in the data containing characters, processes the data containing 
characters in a typical displaying process, because Danker discloses two methods for 
processing character data to speed instant messaging text entry in a limited input 
device, in addition to a typical display process. One method is for extracting language 
expressions from sent or received messages including words and characters and 
presenting them to the user for selection (col. 9, 1. 35-col. 10, 1. 56; Fig. 4, item 402). 
The second method is for extracting and associating a character sequence with a 
changed status icon oremoticon (col. 10, 1. 63-col. 11,1. 50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B). Thirdly, 
Danker discloses displaying the character data of the text message in a typical 
displaying process (Fig. 4, item 405). 

Regarding dependent claim 7, Danker teaches wherein, if the character group 
in the data containing characters isn't matched with a character group in the icon 
database, processes the data containing characters in a typical displaying process, 
because Danker discloses two methods for processing character data to speed instant 
messaging text entry in a limited input device, in addition to a typical display process. 
One method is for extracting language expressions from sent or received messages 
including words and characters and presenting them to the user for selection (col. 9, 1. 
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35-col. 10, 1. 56; Fig. 4, item 402). Tine second method is for extracting and associating 
a character sequence with a changed status icon or emoticon (col. 10, 1. 63-col. 11,1. 
50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B). Thirdly, Danker discloses displaying the character data of the text 
message in a typical displaying process (Fig. 4, item 405). 

Regarding dependent claim 8, Danker teaches wherein in response to sending 
data containing characters by the sending element of the platform the CPU of the 
platform performs steps comprising: storing the data containing characters to be sent in 
the second memory storage means; because Danker teaches several network 
configurations including input devices, network, signal recorder, central processing unit, 
ROM, RAM, and mass storage device (Fig. 2, col. 4, 1. 10-col. 7, 1. 59; col. 8, 1. 10-63). 
Danker teaches network devices from which the instant message originates, and that 
the network devices contain memory modules to receive character data (col. 9, 1. 10- 
23), and to send a reply instant message, and that the embodiments may comprise 
multiple computers linked in a networked environment (col. 3, 1. 56-col. 4, 1. 31). 

Danker teaches causing the icon conversion software to determine whether there 
is a character group in the data containing characters; determining whether the 
character group in the data containing characters is matched with a character group in 
the icon database; since Danker teaches a method of instant messaging for a limited 
input device on a network, where a character sequence is associated with a changed 
status icon or emoticon according to a predetermined format by a conversion module on 
the network device, caused by a sequence of characters that do not typically occur in 
written language (col. 10, 1. 63-col. 11,1. 50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B). 
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Danker teaches if the character group in the data containing characters is 
matched with a character group in the icon database, finding an icon corresponding the 
matched character group, showing the corresponding icon on the display, and 
processing the general characters in a typical displaying process; because Danker 
teaches that specific character sequences in the system represent status icons (col. 1 1 , 
I. 14-50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B), and Danker teaches processing the remaining characters by 
extracting language expressions such as words and characters and displaying them to 
the user, along with the manual text entry area and message text (col. 9, 1. 35-col. 10, 1. 
56; Fig. 4, item 402, 405). 

Danker teaches sending the converted data containing characters to at least one 
receiving means in response to receiving a sending command from the input element, 
because Danker teaches several network configurations including input devices, 
network, signal recorder, central processing unit, ROM, RAM, and mass storage device 
(Fig. 2, col. 4, 1. 10-col. 7, 1. 59; col. 8, 1. 10-63). Danker teaches network devices from 
which the instant message originates, and that the network devices contain memory 
modules to receive character data (col. 9, 1. 10-23), and to send a reply instant 
message, and that the embodiments may comprise multiple computers linked in a 
networked environment (col. 3, 1. 56-col. 4, 1. 31). 

Regarding dependent claim 9, Danker teaches wherein, if there isn't a 
character group in the data containing characters, processes the data containing 
characters in a typical sending process, because Danker discloses two methods for 
processing character data to speed instant messaging text entry in a limited input 
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device, in addition to a typical display process. One method is for extracting language 
expressions from sent or received messages including words and characters and 
presenting them to the user for selection (col. 9, 1. 35-col. 10, 1. 56; Fig. 4, item 402). 
The second method is for extracting and associating a character sequence with a 
changed status icon or emoticon (col. 10, 1. 63-col. 11,1. 50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B). Thirdly, 
Danker discloses displaying the character data of the text message in a typical 
displaying process (Fig. 4, item 405). 

Regarding dependent claim 10, Danker teaches wherein, if the character group 
in the data containing characters isn't matched with a character group in the icon 
database, processes the data containing characters in a typical sending process, 
because Danker discloses two methods for processing character data to speed instant 
messaging text entry in a limited input device, in addition to a typical display process. 
One method is for extracting language expressions from sent or received messages 
including words and characters and presenting them to the user for selection (col. 9, 1. 
35-col. 10, 1. 56; Fig. 4, item 402). The second method is for extracting and associating 
a character sequence with a changed status icon or emoticon (col. 10, 1. 63-col. 11,1. 
50; Fig. 5, 6A, 6B). Thirdly, Danker discloses displaying the character data of the text 
message in a typical displaying process (Fig. 4, item 405). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner slnould be directed to AMELIA RUTLEDGE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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